
ECUMENICAL BIBLE WEEK 2016 

Thinking allowed –  

Chaired panel discussion with audience participation 

Thurs. 19th May 2016 at 7.30 -9pm in St. Paul’s Church, Arran Quay, Dublin 1. 

WHAT BIBLE PASSAGES INFORM AND CHALLENGE MY RESPONSE TO 

CLIMATE CHANGE? 

Let me start by saying that I am very happy to be able to share in this Ecumenical Bible 

Week Event on such an important subject. 

William Penn, Quaker and founder of Pennsylvania, wrote in 1693: 

It would go a long way to caution and direct people in their use of the world, that they 

were better studied and knowing in the Creation of it. For how could [they] find the 

confidence to abuse it, while they should see the Great Creator stare them in the face, 

in all and every part thereof?
1
 

The theme of the Sixth World Quaker Conference held in Kenya in 2012 and attended by 

about 850 Friends from around the world was “Being Salt and Light - Friends living the 

Kingdom of God in a broken world.”  This was based on Matt. 5:13 (NRSV): 

‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? 

It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled underfoot. (Matt.5:13 

NRSV)
2
 

The conference approved the Kabarak Call for Peace and Justice
3
 which was the 

culmination of the Friends World Committee for Consultation’s (FWCC’s) extensive 

consultation on Global Change. The document was widely circulated. 

In 2015, a statement entitled Facing the Challenge of Climate Change – a shared statement 

by Quaker groups was circulated and signed by Quaker groups around the world.
4
 

In January 2016, FWCC held a World Plenary Meeting in Pisac, Peru, attended by about 

400 Quakers from around the world.  The theme on this occasion was:  

                                                             
1 William Penn, Some Fruits of Solitude, (1693).  See http://www.pacificyearlymeeting.org/fp/pymfp2001pg036.html  

2 Bible texts used are from the NRSV Anglicised Edition. 

 
3 The Kabarak Call for Peace and Ecojustice - www.saltandlight2012.org/call.pdf accessed 20.5.2016. 

4 A Shared Quaker Statement: Facing the Challenge of Climate Change - http://www.quakerearthcare.org/article/shared-

quaker-statement-facing-challenge-climate-change accessed 20.5 2016 

http://fcnl.org/about/quaker/facing_the_challenge_of_climate_change/ accessed 20.5.2016.  

http://www.pacificyearlymeeting.org/fp/pymfp2001pg036.html
http://www.saltandlight2012.org/call.pdf
http://www.quakerearthcare.org/article/shared-quaker-statement-facing-challenge-climate-change%20accessed%2020.5
http://www.quakerearthcare.org/article/shared-quaker-statement-facing-challenge-climate-change%20accessed%2020.5
http://fcnl.org/about/quaker/facing_the_challenge_of_climate_change/


Living the transformation – Creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 

children of God (Rom. 8:19). 

A long minute on Living Sustainably and Sustaining Life on Earth was agreed with 

recommendations for action which have been widely circulated.
5
 

--- 

Reflecting on the Bible from Genesis to Revelations, I would like to highlight the 

following passages: 

Genesis 2:4-25 Another account of Creation.  The Garden of Eden                   

 “The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till and keep it.” It does 

not say “have dominion over it!” 

Genesis 6:5 - 9:17 Describes the Flood.  Plagues are also recorded in the Bible.  Were 

these acts of God? What happened and why?  

How do we explain events which happen today, including the Zika virus causing birth defects 

in babies in Brazil? 

Psalm 95:3-5  For the Lord is a great God...  (God’s creation) 

3 
For the LORD is a great God, 

    and a great King above all gods. 
4 
In his hand are the depths of the earth; 

    the heights of the mountains are his also. 
5 
The sea is his, for he made it, 

    and the dry land, which his hands have formed. 

Isaiah 2:1-4  The Future House of God 

4 
He shall judge between the nations, 

    and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 

    and their spears into pruning-hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

    neither shall they learn war any more. 

Isaiah 11:1-9  The Peaceful Kingdom... 

6 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

    the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

    and a little child shall lead them. 
7 
The cow and the bear shall graze, 

                                                             
5 This minute is viewable on https://www.quakercloud.org/cloud/hartford-friends-
meeting/announcements/friends-world-committee-consultation-minute-living accessed 21.5.2016. 

https://www.quakercloud.org/cloud/hartford-friends-meeting/announcements/friends-world-committee-consultation-minute-living
https://www.quakercloud.org/cloud/hartford-friends-meeting/announcements/friends-world-committee-consultation-minute-living


    their young shall lie down together; 

    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
9 
They will not hurt or destroy 

    on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

    as the waters cover the sea. 

These verses and the painting by Edward Hicks
6
 came to mind when an injured fox arrived in 

my back garden. 

Isaiah 55:1  An invitation to abundant life  

Ho, everyone who thirsts, 

    come to the waters; 

and you that have no money, 

    come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 

    without money and without price. 

Let us reflect on the beauty of God’s creation: 

Luke 12:6-7   6 
Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is 

forgotten in God’s sight. 
7 
But even the hairs of your head are all counted. Do not be afraid; you are of 

more value than many sparrows. 

27   27 
Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, 

even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 

34  
34 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

35
   

35 
‘Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 

be like those who 

are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the 

door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 

What are we being called to do at this time? 

John 2:7-9  The Wedding at Cana 

7 
Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. 

8 
He said 

to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.’ So they took it. When the 

steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though 

the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom... 

John 4:10  Living water 

                                                             
6 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Hicks accessedd 21.5.2016. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Hicks


10 
Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, “Give 

me a drink”, you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.’  

John 7:38 

38 
and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, “Out of the believer’s 

heart shall flow rivers of living water.”’  

Water flows through the texts from Genesis to the Book of Revelation.  Sometimes it is cold 

and wet, but it also provides spiritual refreshment and new life in abundance.  Living water 

enables and sustains life.  It can be very powerful.  If the water is polluted and dies, or 

evaporates, the fish die and humans also die. 

Romans 8:19 For creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 

children of God. 

What can we do to help bring about God’s kingdom here on earth? 

1 John 3:11-24 Love one Another 

18  
... let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.  

24 
All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we 

know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 

Revelation 21  Then I saw a New Heaven and a New Earth... 

Revelation 22  The River of Life 

 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 

throne of God and of the Lamb 
2 
through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of 

the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and 

the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 
3 
Nothing accursed will be found 

there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will 

worship him; 
4 
they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 

5 
And there will 

be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and 

they will reign for ever and ever. 

I would like to conclude by reading Luke 12:54-56: 

54 
He also said to the crowds, ‘When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 

immediately say, “It is going to rain”; and so it happens. 
55 

And when you see the 

south wind blowing, you say, “There will be scorching heat”; and it happens. 
56 

You 

hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do 

you not know how to interpret the present time? 

Rachel M Bewley-Bateman 

19.5.2016 



 


